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DEMPSEY 'S DIALOGUE

If vou have recently joined N.S.W.R.a., a warm welcoms
to vou from all members. Whether vou're in this category or are
a long standing member, [ am sure the wmemmories of sore legs and
seratches from tThe DarkKes Forest event are fading. In my Ccasea
Lhevy are being replaced by some reminisences of delightful views

along the main creeks.

On .this point, 1t 15 probably worth making mention of
Bob Freetr's semi-definitive roganing glossary (appearing in
W.A.R.a.'s March newsletter). The following entries mav be of
incerest. 5
EVENT : immediately after an event Rogainers

viow most vehemently never o participate in
AanobCher event.

EVENT{tLhe pext! : two davs after an event,
Rogainers start asking when is the next event
to be held.,and procead to spend months
planning for 1C.

all [ can =ayv is that A.C.T.R.A. iz =taging it =
inaugural 24Hr Champlonships, in conjunction with Che
Intervarsity Competition., on Mayv 17718, Porhaps we'll ses wou

Chere.

Tan Dempseaw.

N.S.W. ROGAINING ASSOCIATION
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POSITIONS VACANT

N.S.W.R.A. has been granted the honour of staging the

1987 aAustralian Rogaining Championships. While we alreadvy have

the basis of ap organisational team,. There are £till many area =

of responsiblity o be allocaCed. Some of these are; -

- salection of an area

- fField checking

- administration

anquipment coordination

help over the competition weekend

If wou would like to be involved with the highllght of
the rogaining calandar in 1387, then contact Lhe event
conprdinater. Bert van Netten, 17 Harrington 3treet, Fennell
Bay . 2283, (049 B9 5935 or 59 635445.

NOTLCE

ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING

Darte; garnrday. Julyv 21. T:30 pm
Venue; Robwvn and Peter Tuff's residence,

f The Comenarra Parkwawv,

Pymbl e (02 &4 1325

THE Conendes BETEE . ?tfi:ﬂpr??.

ﬁﬂppg'fz?iiET"?EP?EﬁE‘
Annvde. GENERAL
AMEET AN .

& THE CoMENARIA FRWT.,
P BLE.

LEAVE qouX CAR

IN PARKES AVE.
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1986 MNATIONAL CALENDER

EVENT LATE
ACT Z2ahr Champlonship 17718 May
tplus Shr event:

See gnclosed entry form

VICTORLAN  24hr Champlonship 2425 May
Enquires to Nick Hoogenraad (03 43 71693

N.S.W. 12hr Rogaine 16 August

Details in next Newsletter

AUSTRAILIAN CHAMPIONSHIPS w.A. 20/21 September
Enquires to Jim Walter

5 Sheila 5t, Mosman Park. e012.

ACT 12hr Rogaine 18 October

Details in future newslecter,

OTHER EVENTS OF INTEREST
PADDY PALLIN 3& hr 15 June
Orienteering Contest.

Contact Peter Tuff (02> 44 1325

ARMIDALE &hr event {Tentative Dater 3 August

Contact Graeme Cooper (0672 72 35334

ACT Z4HR CHAMPIONSHIPS

Going on past efforts of the ACT rogaining organisers,

thi=s i=s an event not to be missed.

Flease note that entries post marked afte.r the 2Znd of
Mav are considered late and are subject to the 2 penaltwy. This
does not leave voul much time Lo get voulr team togeCher, however,
ir wold be greatly appreciated by Che organisers if wou could

avoid late antries,
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LATE ENTRIES

Competitiors entering events after the given closing
dates will suffer the following, immediately prior to tLhe
event; -

1» Tarches will be confiscated

2y Food withdrawn

33 Packs filled with rocks

41 Shoes replaced with wooden clogs

51 Water bottles filled with mavonnaiss

50, it isn"t worth being late, OR is 1t7?7 Rogainers do

rend to have masochistic gqualities. The above measures would
probablyv add to the pain (or is it pleasure) -of the rogaine.

ARE YOU FINANCIAL?

Membership fees are now 5

You are financial if:-
1) vou have paid vour £5 by mail since January 1, 1986
OR
2y wvou competed in the N.S5.W. Championships and paid the =5

membership fee, as part of the entrv fee.

If wou have complied with either of the above, Chen vou

are finpancial until June 30, 1987.

If wou have oot done either of the abowve, LThen You are

unfinancial as of June 30, 1986.

Fees can be malled to the secretary.

SIIRVEY RESULTS

Thank's to those interested bodies who responded Lo The
survey in the January Newsletter, I am =ril]l waiting on
promised responses and S0 the results are not ready for this
newsletter.

I1f vou have not complieted the survey gquestionnaire it is
not oo late. We wounld love Lo  hear fFrom wvou. Completed
questionnaires can be mailed To Che secrefary.

'™ EEALLY
GETTING THE
HANG- OF

Map- geaoisic)

wiAE THAT




H.5. M ROGATMIMG CHAMPIOMSHIPS J2-2% WaRCH 1586
D'HARES CREEW CATOHHENT, OAAKES FOREST

RESALTS fedd ORGANISERS REFORT

Fimal Results - @ Hour

overall Tesm Positian Lnm Total
Pos'n: Mo e o O B Poinis
= 7 Tidrew Laloer, David Aooth T Tad
Z Fis) James Johnson, Helth Ucbel 2z 135
3 15 Tan Dempsey, John Wals 3 124
4 1 Bect & Diarne wan Hetten 1 1K1 ——
S 39 Adrian Pleskitk, Andrew Kiockenteimger . - 104 =T
5 35 Peter Wharry, Gareih Prosser, [.Hokenm F = 104
7 b4 Bruce Zpry, Pater Tuft, Peter Pavlow & "5
a 1B Reddal Leslie, Androw Layland ? i
7 2  Geol Dornar, Woelene Shapherd 1 Bl
10 7 Peter Edwards, John Fdwards, Peter King G 73
11 Ta Narren Seabrook, M.Hcdomald I a7
12 5] Bob- Cawill’ Con Pandy S Gk
13 = G fis ley, Jdacques Khoury 2 &7
Ly ] y Johrson, M.Flooes, P, Sgencer 10 5
15 aF g ton, I"'I.hlul:ll'll:r P.Cazkles & A%
1 M Terry Colline, wendy Davies 2 4l
i7 5 John waodell, J.Clarck, T.0unn 11 I
14 a9 James Mest, Karl Minkler 1z 1]
ég o T.0aniel, 5.Princa, A,Kadko, J.Ekerick 3 i
13 Robert & Pam Hontgomery “ 33
21 ar Fatrick Crittenden, Gabrielle Prowd L 2%
7. 13 Jehin Tooke, Jobn Keats T Last card

The winning team cowered &) pontrols amd G0 km Lo 28 hours, aversding 24 mirdtes per control, This can be comparad to
Lthe perfommance of the shorter evant winners.

Fimal Results - 8 Hour

1 L4 cenff & Ellzabeth Morley, Peter Duguid 1 iz
2 = Petar Wakteeson, Trewar Gollan 1 a3
3 a7 lan Gillatt, Robyn Magrath z [
i 3 Steshen Wagnet, Fon O'Connoc 2 Gk
5 13 Stephen wart, Andres Lumsden 3 4l
E 32 Peter Shephard, Robert Mifsud, Phllip Bellis 4 55
7 Z  R.Clapk, D.Clark, Tercy Sharp 3 gl
8 20 Wgrwick Marsden, Rosemary & Roger fusten 3 L
) o Craig Scoth, Ooug Mayor & L8
10 25 Hlchael & Graban Cassells 4 a%
1l i Hourice Ripley, BlLl Dowsley 7 L4
12 L4 R_A_Mackender, DarTyl & Danlelle Mackender 5 L3
13 55 Lisa Harvey, P.Hacwey, R._Herbert & T
La 12 R, & K.Bailey T 5%
15 3 Karers O*Mullane, Lynda Bristow,Philip HaITiSOn B 33
17 Ly Hphan Bradrey, Peter Jeans, flex LooIy | il
18 53 Hoy Cacter, Mapymnne OMner B 23
1% Al Chris ®irmella, Michasl Hughes, Froee & Houriclo Masa ¥ 23
0 B Feter Tierrey, Higel Blackleck, Jobn 2 g 10
21 a5 Gray Southon, Adrian Berry, Adasn Spencer 1 =15
s &l Tim Murdoch, John Chagman 1 =15
U 34  Hen Wilson, Margot Simpscm (Urafficiall u 51

The wimning Men's bteam collected 34 controls to awversge 14 mirutes per conbrol, Unfoctwnately they ceme in 10 miruges
late, messlting in nd place owerall. The winning team overall collected 31 controls to averege L% mimubes per control.

Firmal Results - 35 Hour

1 3 Jim Mercrant, Gerey Wong 1 34
i Fu: | Docothy Crouch, Robect Evans 1 2
3 53 Graeme Moulton, Barry Hendersom, Scobt Humphries z 27
i 21 Linda Spry, #obyn Tuft 1 15
5 48 Jen Haling, Diana Sines 2 10
& 55 Pele Medelvy, Margaret Bolliger i 2
¥ 43 Michael Pollpck, H.Craefom 3 1
B 4l Anthony Hunk, Scobt Mackibbon 4 =t
L 11 Oebbie & Ross Relchardt, Sur Walters 3 -4
10 & Pak Young, Pam Wray 1 -2
11 al Mactin Krause, Brad Simmorns E =&

The winning tean collected 17 eontrols to average 10 minutes per control, but lost paints when thay cane in B einuies
late,



GACKGRIUND

In July L1985 Peter Tuft asked Ardres Blakers if he would organise the 19686 N.5.M. Rogaining Champlorships. fndpes
[foplipromptly agreed, enlisted Adeian as a co organiser (@ bigger fopl), and seb about choosing an area.

Efforts to use the Royal Mational Pack Foundeced shen HPEWS reguired 35 million puolie lisoility irsucence. Ewven LF Lt
were possible for a single event (which [t lsn't), it would hawe bess prohibitesely essensive,

A request bo the MWSEDE Lo use the Woronors Catcheeni was dended, but 2 alterabive walerboard areas sere suggested.
0"Hares Creck Catcheent was chosen in late mMovember 1985, although written permission was beld of F unkil 211,88, hy
when oIgenisation »as well under way,

The watergoacd cangers gawe Lnwalusble help, On L4.12. 85 Jack Hulligan drowve ws thvoogh the area, and on 252 86 we
mek George Willfams eho was able to gemcrally cescribe Scoubby aress, give names and fufdowns of local Lardholdecs,
and indicate potential hazards. Subsequently be Infomed the wollongong Shire Courcil, amy, police and ambularce  of
the event, During the event Gepcge careisn out most of Che roadpatrols, and was even Seen handling a pairc of Eorgs akb
Lha Darbecus,

Peemizsion to use the Darkes Forest Commundby Hall as a mashhouse was given on a Tieldtrip in late November 19835,
although a mixup did result in the hall being ooublebocked, just a week befoce Bhe pvent!

Many privete langholoings nmir the hall stoetched to Maddens Creek, and on 25.2.58 8 mODning =as spent 'I-'J..'Eitiﬂg local

larwholoers Ba obbabln peomission to cross the bottom of theic lardPoldings, or mecely to infoem fhem of the event.
Hosk lardowners were receptive, and anly & horse trail riding canch was declared out of bounds.

PELICITY
The importance al publicity ceonot be smphasised angugh, altheugh ultimabely we wore dissppointed im the reswlts,

5000 A% entry Foms were printed off on 26,1285 and sobsequently distreibubed:

Orientearing Assoclation 0
Regainirg Assoclatlon Wil
CarberTa Rogaime antrants =0
imcl.in 5t Georme Area Scout fews 110
Bustwalking Clubs, MPA, Aemy 00
Sydnay Clty & Suburban,Mewsast le, Canberra camping shops;

THA, Scout & Guide shops 00
Other eq friends,Theatoes,Sport & Rec,Uni Orientation wesk a00
On mard at erd - poor plooning? 1000

FId]

Friengs were peevailes wpon ta pob wp notices (inclueding 83 phobtoccopy blowups) at their places of wobd, on Aoy
noticeboaros, on public nobicetonras, shop windows, city Eralffic Lights ato.

Lrtigles were wrilben ano published in 5t George Ares Seoukb Mews (For S100 - Lhe only sdwartising we paid Forsg in
Cumherland, Morkth Meteopaliban, Manly Werringeh, Hume ang Central Orea Scout Bullebirs; 5SWH Mebro Free Listings (3
wegks) and Stay in Touch {toa ssall, tog lace); Wild Magazime (too late]; fowy Bolleting wWSalR & [MT Staff
rewslocters; Fegaration of SWC Npwsletber (boo laked.

brglysis of Entry Fooms and Questionnalre results showed:
Fourd out about the event through:

Entrants Teims Rogaire Assoo ociantear Assoc Friend H.W.Club Scoubs NP Mebro
25 Hour (Y] Z1 B, ) : rﬁ; T
g Hour 55 22 4% 15% K o, 10%
3 Hour 24 11 8 4 1 1ies 0%

pis =

in gther woros, the Rogaining and Orienteeclng Associstion newsletters and membors contacting frienss accounted For
mast participants, the conclusion also reached after the Australlan Chaeplonships ab Bungonis In Aogqust 1944, That
Aogalne skiescted 155 peaple, the largest beld in ®,5.K. ALL our Fard work o publicize the event peswlbed in only a
few newcomers participating In the 5 and 8 hour events, although we do See bthat pobliciby as an ieveskteent in Lhe
future. The name of tha spart is relatiwely urkngan, and will redquice continuing publicity before it becomes rall as
well known as Orientesring.

Particularly disappointing was the resporse of bhe Bushwalking Clubs (2 teams), Seoutz (2 Leams) and Army (2 teans),
although the Latter is probably dus bo the Fact that most cegular and reserve apmy units In the Swdney reglon had Deen
oy their annual 2 to 4 weeks camps up to a wesk before the event. A nomber of oeientesrers chose not bo participate in
oeder to consecve thelr enecgy for the fastec 3 day event in Victoria @ week after our event.

W2 include the rate at which entries were received bto belp prospective obganisers:
Oays prior to Lhe event
o odeys 2l days L3 days AP days 2 days Competed

Cumalatlve entcias— This event 22 Er 5 a7 130 131 Only & gfdn't show-fire day
Bijrgonka M T3 113 13& 17a 155 10 aidn't show=cold,windy
ai

&5 one can sge there is & spurt of enkcies the My aftar the Friday close.



COURSE A0 SETTING

We wizhed to orgendse an "efficiert” Rogaire by mininising our organdsing time, and involving as Few people as
poszible so &5 to reduce co-ardinating tine and not to deplete actual participants.

Tha O'Hares Cresk catchment was choasen due to

a) Ets proximibty to Sydray and the organisars. This reduced travelling time, logistical suppert on the weskend [tself
ard we hoped would encourage & greater moaber of begloners than in Fact enteran.

b) peomission £o use the acea was ghbained with 2 letbters, reoucing the waml fieldworck by @ thirg from the outset.

g} its scemic beauty, availability of waber and lack of public fowds through the area.

The checkpoint numbars were doubled o
al BEfCOUTEge DB;E.N'EI‘! D}' I:Il'l:I'll'iljil"I; fuickar ang mora fTE‘IJ.E‘I'IL positive rasponses than in |:|i.'|!|1'..
o) compersate for the Fact bhat the tobtal Aogaine ared of 50 sq.lon w@s & thizd of Ehat useq in meoy past events.

Changes from checkpoint scoring in past svents sere to

a) provide @ high value checkpoint at the hasbhouse {7 points) curing the specificd hours Lo compensate end encourage
thgze wha meburned in the night. Dne polnt was awarded for completicn of & teen guestionmalce o ensure & responsa,

Bl not weight checkpoint values sccording to their distance From the fashnowse, bDub Ko mewe distant areas abiractive
by grouping checkpoints. All Field checkpoinks were wocth 2, 3 or & poinis according b0 navigatioral gifficulty and
SCrL.

Our First peconalssence of the area was on 18,1%.B% with the Waterboard Aamger, and checkpoint setbisg started an
10,288 in 3= heak. The Fiest couple of daps of checkpoint sebtting were disapfainting as they concentraled on arsas
wesk of 10A Firekrall amd were characterisen by thick scouo orf Fairly boring Soemely. A% we becane mare Faniliar with
tha ares we altered the course acastically. The first couple of days checkpoint setiing were in fact mewver used,

We enllsted Hike and Julie Drcew, Mile scCluskey, Fen Wilson and 8ndbta Rickli bo Felp with chechpoint setbing ang
werifylng, bwt did most by ourselves using one car ard elabgrate plans to co prdinate Setting by arsas.

Ting started to tun out @s a meber of belgars meneged on offecs to belp, and the accurecy of sone holpers become
suspect. Flnally we were obliged to take a day off sork on LB, 3,84 and Flagged many checkpoints as ee went. While this
iz 8 frowned upon prectice (sach checkpolnt should noomally be visibeo twloe), wa were conficent ol our navigation.

Or the total &F checkpolnts get, £8 wele Seb ar Tlagoed by bhe 2 arganisers, 4 set by helpers could rot be Found or
wire considered docbbful and nob used, and 8 set by helpers were npt wisited by us, The only substantisted misplacings
weTe in 2 of the latbter, mesultlng in all tesms who attespied to find chackpolnt YO being credited with itz points
plus an extra point. Fortunately the othar silsplaced checkpalat was not visibed by aow team.

In the questiornaimes abouk falf the teams thought there was boo much somub, althowgh we bad attemgbed bo ameliorate
this oy renoving chechkpoints from the worst scrub and grouping. fcd you thought you had it bad® We were glad bo sce
that a nunber of Leans managed a swim throgh the diay. Thenkyou bo all those who sigred the petition to the Minister
for Plamning end Envirormeent asking for the area to be protected From speclfied thrests ard that the expected Army use
be wikth a strong plan of nanagerent.

[RGRNISATION

We believe we were able Lo Cun @0 "afficient™ Rogalne by cutting dosn on the number ofF parsom days and halpers durTing
prganisation, wWe also kad the beneflk of a comprehensive Files put together by Peber and Robyny Tl after the [WE4
tamtralian fogaining Championships at Augonia.

This was the Firsk Lime Lhat concessions and UEI:.-'I.I'lﬂ feas For each avant were offared In N.5.W. Concessions were
clalmed by B in the 20 Ho ewvent, Il Im BMe and 3 In JHe. [t appears that the entoy Form was someshnat confusling, as
mary pecple Failed to serd the correct money (especially with fespecht Lo bre f=sociabion joining or single ewenb Fes)
OF &N B0dTessRS.

The suctcess of the meming of the event iksell was oue Lo our helpers. Thankyos Lo Margarel Piper amd Tamy Spragg Mar
thelr csgsble acninistration. Resulis were amuounced witfin 30 to 45 minubtes of Ehe end of each event by having
compebitors self assess, with organisecs checking the placegetters, aod using Orienteering style team cocds for
zorcing. The start would fawe been smoother iF eo had had lists of competitors drewn up pefore the morning of the
evant. Tnis was not owerlockoed, but was due to tod busy deys lescing up to the event. In nindsight, we would nawe besn
better starting the 3 hour ewent & Full hour after the 4 and 24 hour mass stert, ond providing & mep and compass
irgkructional for those begliners who hed come along.

Through the night 3 palrs of orgendsers served * hour shifts, Thankyou to Anita Rickll, Lyn and Ewan Spregqg, Margaret,
Tary, Gestge Willlams, Aooyn Tuft end Linda Spry for cooking et al. From the guestiornaires Lt appears people were
happy with the food, which was chasen to regulre a minimem of preparstion. Other than bresd and seutages thers was mot
toa much left over, and guickthinking helpars minimised the flpal deflcit by selling off the eacess largely at cost.

George, Anita, Lirds armd Lyn and Evan patrolled Fimetrail 106 ab 3 hour intecvals through the nignt,

Moel Care, a local, provided the hotplate for the Fire, "Haxea®™ haney Morf prizes and took moch of Ehe rubbizsh after
e event .

Only 10 people reguired transport from Helersburgh station (tharkopou to those competitors whoo feiched them] and only
ona tean book us o on the beoysitting offer.

Wp wore overjoyed whan &8 of the 76 checkpolnts were pulled in on the Sundey afterncon, leawing only 8 Lo b2 cleared
by ane af the omganisees Lo a 2 howr opecation later En the weel. Tharkyou to Linda and Robyn, Tony and dakita, Peter
Matlerson, Rohan Bradney and bto Richard Basseth who cleaced 18 on his Lrallbike:

Total person days spent wera:

Fieldwork (of which Adrien & Andy spent L7} s
Organisation (Adrian & Andy) 13
Event (zareas over 11 people) 13
Wrip up organisabion (ddrion & Andy) 5

Tokal Person days £

Thie total loss for the ewent was only $21. 811 costs imcluging cac cuning costs wele fully covezed. Me are Iather
sy about pur budgetting.



FINAHNCT F

This Event onin = sk 1RHa

Aevere = 3 Hour 2% people T2
AHour . 55 people (e B 8 Hour 25 peaple
24 Hour 57 pecple 9 24 Hour 130 peooledE) 2135
worimi-payment [n king 30 Hi0
1EGE iy
less Joining & Single Event fees to M.S.M.RA. (M7} 1500 (186) 2149
Fixes Qvarreads (B
Prinking - W AS entry foms - Snap 203 S0 8% entry Fooms (250}
Hall bire - fakes forest Community {1007 Bungonia schoal Ly
fdwartising - Sk Cearge Al Scout Hews Lo
C.Mof. Copyelght [53)
Petrol- 10C per {193) 25 172 trips »522(E0 (560}
Pastage & phorecslls =] (750
Circle Macher (8]
Hire af conteals - Kareela Orientescing [5)
Drganisers maps, aerial photo, test colour copy L300 [¥ra) (40} [ Li45)
Margirml Costs
215 Tolour copies — Ceman [268] 1535 maps 1475)
Food and peize haray | 506} TR%5Y
sorini food {2300 {30
less sold at end &l (a6} {Tha) ] [561) [ 1056)
Loss shaced by DEganisers (7 Prafit to WS N.R.AGEDT e

g. Includes Feas From compebibors e did oot turn up

b, Exparses nob LncuTTed by the omenisecs: Trophbes; Printing of Fiml Instructlons, Indemnibties, this TepoTf atc

¢, Burgonia ewent - organisers took reduced peteol subsidies to cover what would otharwise have been @ loss. This
subsidy was about 25 107 trips = 53 = 350

FIRHD
lx Swiss frmey Knmifa
lx small blue Silva compass near Checlpoint &7 Call narisn on D290, 0 to claim thess
1,
And rew frian @
The Drganisers = Wndiew SLEKECS Adrian Spraog

Rogaining in H.5.M.: A Compeiifor's Report = Dy Feler watterson

Rogaining iz a lob easier In Wictorla., hereas 12 hours rathling scross the geasslpnds nocth of Melbourne is
corsidered & soclal epvent, even o0 hour [n the bush of Ehe Syoney sandstone ceglion bears mesenblonce Looon ondurance
test. A patch of hakea (short for hack-intosya) can reduce shich sleeves Lo Laliars and tuzn wptotestad thiges inka
works of art. [ Ehe swasps Barksiss wikth branches Like steel tubing stand concenled ampngst bhe reeds, salbing Lo oo
hattle with salkecs shins. Ang in the walleys thers are Flalds of chest high Fecn natted @ith wines throogh whilch ore
can anly adverce by Falling FoIsarcs,

How grateful ny pattner and [ were that we fed only elected Looenter Lhe A mgur evant in Ehe socent HOS.M.
Champlonships. Oy 8o we were still clswlng our way up a cliff race, an a straight Lire bearlng to the Masshouse.
About then my glasses must hawe Fallen off, but in ny delicious state of mind 1 gign'bk even notice. And wel ........
after Littes of cordial and 4 good moal at khe Fashhouse ....... Bhere we seee making plans Lo gel down T CarbeTra
ler the A.C.T, Chanplorehips.

Wry do we do it?

Congratulakiors to all those who survives the full 26 bours measure In Darkes Fomest, and thanka to the ooganisers,
Ardres snd Adcian, whe cotpleted the sane course sone 3 Limes.

wnweee e, Ard arotner foon James Johnson

I remomber twa of the pearls dropoed By Acdy Blakers at the beginning of Lhe Darkes Forest Rogaire. “resl exhaust Lon
iz mob gn arcidert = have @ drink at every ceesk you cross". Ik bumed oub bhat there was an abundance of sater on Lhe
eise and afker Bhe First hour we had to stop drinking ab evecy coeek; T owas starbing to moll with the besrgut.

*There {5 spme Peirly thick zerb in places, but just remember, avarybody else has Lo gd Chrough the sape. " Ik became
perfectly obvious even to the casual observer that this was an understatement ang that the Lsolateo patches of Llight
wers sorebhing of a local ouriosiky.

Ak least 1t s confortlng to dizcover that khe Aemed Forces wete present in Full forca, faces blackened, cifles
ready. They were threshing up one coad, when we Tan down past them. They were strurg out owel & coiple of hundred
metras In various states of discomfaort. i(One was heard to say "I dislove the snell of dencorub in Lhe morndng”.} One
arwious soul swng a rifle ot usy snother dion’t have the energy to do 2o, but looked at us as though we nesded
shapting. (I later heard stories that Ken wilson had been shot at, saved only Dby Che bullet striking his compess,
which hung around his neck).

It's heen said before, but thanks againm to the organisers For @ great course, although there might hawo Doon the
sccasional grunked snarl about the marked position of a roat or powarline, I'm sure Lhis was Ln the hest exhaustion af
Ehe mament. Thers was an sturdonce of food and it was great to have the course so close o Sydaney,

Even now while reclining in a padoed apmchair at ny desk, basking In ihe flunrescents, the Latticesork of Fime scabs
Prom the myrrlad of tiny scratches tave alnost gone, and Rogaining doesn't seen as stupld as it oid at the time.
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1986 N,.S.W. Zihr Rogianing Championships

DARKES FOREST
A5 Heported By Bert and Dianne van Nelben

We arrived 10 minutes before the official start with
nothing prepaired, least of all ocur brains. A% Bert wandered
around being soclable, [ threw a few things in our packs and

crumpled our maps betbween sheets of contact.

our  rapidlvy devised plan was to pick up as many markers
as possible around the Hash house and then head west. We were
hoping to be at marker 55 bv night Ffall. OFf course our plans
were not realised. We |leff quite a few of Che markers closse Lo
Lhe Hash house for Sundayvy morning 1a dangerous thing to dod. At
night fall we wefe ar marker 61, after a disappointing search
for oZ. AL 1 am we bedded down for £ hours slumber {(between
markers 33 & Si). Torches make great pillows! At Zam we woke
but it took a little while for our brains to start functioning
agaln. Brains can be scubborn when thev want to =leep, and vou

want them rfto concentrate.

[t was around this time that we ran into the eventual
winners. Andrew Calder aml David Booath. [ alwavs find it
comforting to meet up with other Rogainers in the dead of night.
i then realised tchat there really are other humans in the

world.,

0imL Zunday morning  wWe dined o muslail rmars and
butierscotch., We then had to move Fast if we wanted to wvisit
all of the markers we had planned to collect before reaching the
Hash house. We arrived at the fFinish with a few m@minutes to
spare but without all of the markers we had planned on {sound

Familiar?).

The area was beautiful but Chick and scrubbyw. We came
back with scratches and scapes on parts of Che body Chal  we
didn"t even koow we had. [L was a rogaimwiich will "stick”™ in
OiLr minds.

Bert % Dianne



